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A Letter from Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pell within the Province of London, whoſe 
Names are Subſcribed: Delivered to his Excel- 
lency by ſome of the Subſcribers, Jan.18.1648. 
With aefire to have it communicated to the Ge- 


nerall Councell of the Army. 


May it pleaſe your Excelleny, with theſe of your Coun = 


cell : 
- 2>S>SSHereas of late divers Applications kav® 
s been made, as well in writing as by vers 


ball Mefſages, invicing the Miniiters of 
London, or ſome of them, to mect with 
AA, the Officers of the Army , in their con- 

ſultations about matters ot Religion; 
EEE === We, Miniſters of the Goſpel! within the 
== => Province of London,hoyld In cur Dury as 
then to refuſe any ſuch meeting as was propoſed; fo now to give 
your Lordſhip and your Councell the Reaſons FF that Refuſall, 
leaſt By our ſilence we ſhould ſeerve to be wanting in that inge- 
nuity and Candor which becomes all , but eſpecially the Mini- 
ſters of Jeſus Chriit. And underſtanding that ſome of our Bre- 
thren, at one Conference before your Lordihip and ſom eof your 
Councell, (a) and at another with ſome of your chiefe Officers (4) 1p 1... 
(þ) have alreadie manifeſted their diſlike, both of your late pal. © 
Aftions towards many of the Worthy Members of the Hon: u- tr. Calany. 
rable Houſe of Commons, and what likewiſe you have publiſhed 7. Whnazerc, 
in your late Remonſtrance and Dec].ration , as your inter tion th Sevewicke 
for ſetling the Aﬀaires of the Kingdome, ( as wee were inforn.ed | . 
by ſome of them, and willed chns to fignitie, ) Wee thought fit (b) 26. Whis 
hereby to manifeſt our Concarrence with thoſe our Reverend 9 7 
Brethren; Humbly deſiring, That while we uſe that Plainnefle wr, 44, #4 
and Freedome which becommeth the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, | 
this our performance may not be miſinterpreted, either as a 
tranſgreſing the Law of Chriſtian meekneile, or an exceeding 
the Bounds of Minifteriall liberty ; Wee being commanded 
tocryaloud , and to lift up our voyces as Trumpets, to ſhew 


the People their Tranſpgrefſions,and the houle of Facob their fins. 
A.2 | | Had . 


Had a Conference been defired with us onely to have given 
you reſolution, whether the wayes wherein at the preſent you 
are walking , are agreeable to the Word of God, ( which 
Cale indeed had beene ſuitable for private perſons to have 
propounded , and for Miniſters of the Goſpell to have reſol- 
ved ) Wee ſhould moſt willingly and freely have delivered 
our Judgements ( as our forementioned Brethren have done ) 
concerning thele your praCtiſes; and have given you this as 
our Advice , grounded upon Scripture ; Namely, T hat in ſtead 
of proceeding further in ſuch unwarrantable courſes, you ſhould 
have teſtified your: timely and godly ſorrow for what (. fo 
clearely againſt the diret Rule of theWord ) you have 
already aCted, 

And if only tor the clearing of this Caſe,' a Conference had 
been defired, It was from the firlt profeſſed chat we ſhou'd be 
ready and willing to meet, where and with whom ſoever; to af* 
ſert and maintain our Judgement therein. Butas if the Jultneffe 
of your way were already granted by us 5 We were onely invi=  - 
ted to contribute our afliltance in proſecution of what you had 
undertaken, which we conceive to be out of your Sphere ; And 
for us to have Joyned in any conſultations of this nature, would 
have made us acceflary unto them guilty of the evill which 
is in them, and even partakers of other mens ſinnes, contrary to the 

+ Apoſtles rule, who bids us abſtaine even from all appearance of 
1 Tim. $-22- eyz}}, and have no fellowſhip with the unfruitfull works of darkzefſe, 
xTheſ. 3: 224,,. reprove them rather. 
Epheſ. 5.11. 4 F | 
| It is already ufficiently knowne( befides all former miſcar- 
riages ) what Attempts of late have been put in praCtice againſt 
lawfull Authority: Eſpecially by your late Remonſtrance , and 
Declaration publiſhed in oppoſition to the proceedings of Par- 
liament ; As alfo by ſeizing and impriſoning the Kings perſon, 
without the knowledge and confent of Parliament,and by that 
late unparalleld violence offered to the Members of it, forcibly 
hindering above one hundred of them (wit we miſtake not the 
number ) trom ſitting in Parliament, lmpritoning many of their 
Perſons ; though many of them are Known to us to be men of — 
eminent Worth and Integrity, and who have given moſt ample 
Teſtimony of their real! AﬀeCions to the good of the King= 
dome ; and beizdes all this, there is an intent of Framing and 
contriving a new module,aiwell of the Laes arid gee 
O 
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of the Ringdome, as of the Conſtitution ' of a new kinde of 
Repreſentative (as you call it Jin ſtead of this and all future Par- 
laments ; and this to be Subſcribed throughout the Kingdome, 
under the notion of an Agreement of the People ; as is Declared 
in your late Remonſtrance, of November, 16. 1648. pag.67. All 
which praCtices we cannot but judge, to be manifeltly oppoſite 
to the lawfull Authority of thoſe Magiſtrates which God 
hath ſet over us, and to the Duty and Obedience,which by the 
Lawes of God and Man,and by our manifold Oathes and Co- 
venants,we ſtand obliged to render to them. And therefore we 
judge it our Duty, rather to teſtifie our utter diſlike, and deteſta- 
ion, then to glve any (chough but implicite and interpretative) 
approbation of tnem. 
| Weremember the adviceof Solomon, Feare thou the Lord, and i. 
the King, and med1le not with them that are given to change, And Bahr 
that of Paul, Withdraw from every Brother that walketh * diſorderly, 
and not e:cording to the Traditims which you have received of us : EY EIK 
Of which this is one, Put them in minde to be ſubjefi to Principz- phy On 
lities and Powers, and to obey Magiſirates : And, Let every ſuule be © Ne 
fubjed to the higher Powers , for there is no power but of God , the 
Powers that be are Ordained of God : Whoſoever theref,re reſiteth Rom- 13. I.2- 
the Power, reſiſteth th: Ordinance of God , and they that reſiſt . 

all receive to themſclues dammation. The feare of God there- 
fore (whoſe Ordinance is violated, when Magiſtracie is op- 
poſed) makes us afraid of medling with choſe who without 
any Colourof Legall Authoricie , mcerely upon the preſump- 
tion af Strength , ſhall attempt ſuch Changes as theſe are. 
And Wee cannot but be deepely affe&ted with griefe and 
aſtoniſhment ,. to ſee that an Armie ,rayſed by Authoritie of 
Parliament, for the Preſervation of the Priviledges thereof, 
and of our Religion, Lawes and Liberties, ſhould contrarie 
to their rraſt, an d many Ingagements, do that which tends to 
the manifeſt Subverſion of them all. 

Wee have not forgotten thoſe declared Grounds and Prin- 
ciples, upon which the Parliameat fi: ſt rooke up Armes, and 
upon which Wee were induced to joyne with them 5 (trom 
which Wee have not hitherto declined, and We truft through 
Gods grace never ſhall. ) Wee remember , That when the ) 
King , with a multitude of Armed men, demanded bur a 
ſmall Number ( in compariſon of thoſe now ſecluded oy 

you 
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you ) of the Members of Parliament : It was deemed ſuch 
an horrid Violation of their Priviledges, and an a& ſo Inja- 
rious , and DeittuQive to the good of the Kingdome, as had 
not (then ) any Precedent or Parallel ; And of what nature 
ic was judged tot e,by a Parliament then free and full may 
appeare by che Order of the Houle of Commons of Farrurir 
3-1 6 4 1, When, hearing but of a-pu: pole in the King to Seife 
upon ſome of their Members , they Declared , © It any Perſon 
© whatſoever , {hall offer to Arreit, or Detaine , the Perſon ot 
* any Member of this Houſe, without ticſt acquainting this 
* Houle therewith , and' receiving further Order from this 
* Houſe, That it is lawfull for ſuch Me-1ber,for any Perſon to 
© atfiit him,and co ftand upon his or their Guard of Defence, 
* and to make refiitance according to the Proteſtati on taken 
*to Defend the Priviledges of Parliament ; and by the De- 
© claration of Fanuarie 17. 1641, That the Arreſting of any 
5 Member of Parliament, by any Warrant whatſoever, without 
©. a Lepall Proceeding againit them, and withour conſent of 
* that Houſe, whereof ſuch Perſon is a Member, is againſt the 
© Liberti: of che Subje& , and a Breach of Priviledge of Par- 
© liament ; And the Perſon which {t41ll Arreſt any of theſe Per- 
* ſon,or any other Member of the Parliament, is Declared a 
* Publique Enemie of the Common-wealth. 

And this Violation of their Priviledges, was that which did 
Occaſion firſt a Guard,and was afterwards one Reaſon of ray- 
fing an Armie:But that an Armie thus rayſed by theic Autho- 
ritie,and for their Preſervation,thould now to farre exceed that 
at which was then eſteemed with ut Parallel,could hardly have 
been Imagined by us,had not our Eyes beene Witnefles of it. 

And although both Houſes of Pailiament (who are joyntly 
together?with the King,intrulted with the Supreame Auchoritie 
of the'Kingdome) ſaw cauſe to take up Armes for their owne 
Defence, igainft the Attempts made upon them by the King and 
his Evill Councellours ; and for the Preſervation of the Prote- 
Rant Religion Eſtabliſhed(which was then indangered by che 
growth of ſcverall Errours and Innovations;) and for the ſe- 
curing of the Fundatnentall Lawes and Conſtitutions of the 
Kingdome,which they apprehended then to be anderminded 
by ſeveral IHegall incroachments: Yet this cannot be pleaded 


as any Juſtification or Precedent for you (who, in reference 
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cothe Power of Magiſtracie, are but private perſons )to uſurpe 
an Authoritie over King and Parliament, and to intermedle 
with atfaires which belong not to you, For the Lawes of God, 
Nature, and Nations, together with the Di&ates of Reaſon, 
and the common conſent of all Caſuiits allow that to thoſe 
which are incrulted wich managing the Supreame Authoritie of 
a State or Kingdom,which they do nor allow to a multitude of 
Private Perſons, though they have ſtrength in their hands to 
effect it. | | 

And moreover, although the Parliament thus took us Armes 
for the defence of their Perſons and Priviledges , and the Pre- 
ſervation of Religion, Lawes, and Liberties; Yet was it not 
their intention thereby to doe violence to the Perſon of the 
King, or deveſt him of his Regall Authoritie , and what of 
right belongeth to him, (as appeares by their many Declarati- 
ens in that bchalfe ;) Much letle was ic their purpoie to {ubvert 
and overthrow the whole frame and fundamentall confticuci= 
on of the Government of the Kingdome, or to give power and 
authoritie to any perſons whatſoever ſo to doe. 

And therefore wee apprehend our ſelves obliged thus to ap- 
peare for the maintenance of our Religion , Lawes and Liber- 
ties, together with the Conttitution , Power and Priviledges of 
Parliament , and the ſetled Government of the Kingdome ; 
both, on the one hand , againk all Malignant Counſells and 
Defignes for the introduCtion of an Arbirrarie and T yrannicall 
power in the King and,on the other hand,againſt all ir: egular 
licentious proceedings of private perlſons', tending to the ſub- 
verſion of them, and to the introduction of Anarchie, Con- 
fuſion, Profanenefle, and Irreligion. 

And we are the more ftrongly engaged thus to adhere firme- 
ly to theſe our former juſt Principles, by reaſon ot the feverall 
Oaths and Covenants generally taken throughout the King- 
dome , as by the Proteſtati-n of May 5. 164r. wherein we doe 
in the preſence of © Almightie God, Promiie, Vou, and Pro- 
< reſt, according to the dutie of our Allegiance, to maintaine 
© and defend with our lives , power and efiates, His Majeſties 
* Royall Perſon, Houour and Eſtate, and thePower and Pri- 
© viledges of Parliament. As alſo by the Few and Covenant, - 
< jyherein the Lords and Commons have declared, That there 


5 had then beene a treacherous and horrid deligne to furprize 
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* the Cities of London and WW Sodofer with the Suburbs, and 
* by Armes to force the Parliament s And fizding by con- 
© ſtant experience, char many wayes of Force and Treachery 
< are continually attempted, &c. Required , I hat all that are 


©& true: hearted and lovers of their Countrey, ſhould bind them- 


«ſelves each to other in that facred Vow and Covenant , 
wherein wee declare our abhorring and deteiting the iaid 
< wicked and Treacherous Defigne, and that wee would accor- 
**dingto cur power and vocation oppole and relilt the ſame, 
«< and all otherof the 1itke nature. And likewiſe by the Solemne 
League and Covenant, for the Reformation and defence of Religion, the 
Honour and Happineſſe of the King , the Peace and Safetie of the 
Kingdome, &c, © Wherein we have Covenanted , That we wiil 
 {incerely, really and conttantly , in our ſeverally vocations, 
* endeavour to prelerye the Rights and Priviledges of the Par- 
* liaments, and preſerve and defend the Kings Majeſties Per ſon 
*and Autho:itie, in the preſervation and detence of the true 
* Religion, and Liberties of the Kingdomes ; that the World 
*© may beare witneſſe with our Conſciences 'of our Loyaltie, 
*and that wee have no thoughts or intencions to dimninith His 
* Majeſties juſt power and pgreatneſſe, 

Insli which ebligations,though the matter of them may be, 
in part, of Civill concernment , yet the bond and tye of an 
Oath and Covenant is Religious,ſlacred,and inviolable, Which 
though ſome may eſteeme no more then an Almanack out of 
date, yet we looke upon it as the Oath of God, in whole Name 
we have Sworne,and who will certainly require it at our hands. 

We know with what a jealous eye , and ſevere hand, the 
Lord-avenged the quarrell of his Covenant made by ZLedetzan 
tro the King of Baby/on, though cxtorted from him , and preju» 
diciall ro him. Shall he proſper (iaith God) ſhall be eſcape , that 
goth ſuch things ? Or ſhall he br:ak; the Covenant , and be delivered 
As I live, ſaith the Lord , ſeeing be deſpiſed the Oath by breaking the 
Covenant, (when lo, be had given his hand) be ſhall not eſcape. 1 here- 
fore thus jaith the Lord God, As I live , ſurely mine Oath zbat be hath 
deſpiſed , and my Covenant that be hath broken,even it will { recom- 
7ence pon his own head. We darenot theretore(when we have litr 
upour hands to the moſt high God) by the violation of a more 
righteous Oath,provoke the wrath of the Lord againit us, who 
3s the Searcher of all hearts, and to whomwe mult give an Ac» 
comprt at the Great day, tn 
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In ſtead therefore of joyning in Conſultation with you; We 
do czraeſtly intreat youyin the name of ourLord and Maſter Teſus 
Chriſt, whoſe Ambaſſadors we are, That you would commune 
with your own hearts, Contider the evil of your preſent ways.and 
turn from them ; Remember from whence you are /allen, and re- 
pent and do your firſt works. You were once honorable and pre- 
cious in the eyes of us and others of Gods ſervants, while you 
kept in Gods way, and within your own ſpheare ; you had our 
hearts, our help, and our Prayers for ſuccefle therein : Burt alas! 
you have eclipſed your own glory , and brought a Cloud over 
all your excellencies. You are now walking in by-paths of your 
own, wherein we dare not ſay, T'he bleſſing of the Lord be upon 
you, We bleſſe you in the name of the Lord, nor bid »0u God ſpeed, Plat 129, 8, 
leſt we be partakers of your evil deeds. Tn ſtead of preſerving the 
Truth and purity of Religion and the Worſhip of God; wefear, 2 Jon. v.z 1. 
ou are opening a door to deſperate and damnable Errors and 
Hereſies againſt the Truth of God , and to many licentious and 
wicked practices againſt the worſhip and wayes of God. How is 
Religion made to ſtink by reaſon of your miſcariages,and like to 
becomea ſcorn and a reproach in all che Chriſtian world ? How 
are the faces of Gods faithful ſervants covered with ſhame Jand 
their hearts filled with ſorrow and grief by reaſon thereof? How 
is the Golden Cord of Government broken in ſunder ? the Ho- 
nor and Authority of Magiftracy laid in the Duſt 2? How hath the 
Parliament,which ſuſtained the force and oppoſition of profefied 
Enemies for many years, been made contemprtible and torn in 
pieces by profefſed friends in one day? 

You cannot but know how fully and frequently Gods Word: 
commandeth and inforceth obedicnce and fabmiffion to Magi- 
ſtrates, forbidding alfo and condemning , (and that nnder pain 
of damnation, ) ſuch practices as theſe of yours are, As likewiſe 
what ſevere threatnings and exemplary judgements from God 
have been denounced againſt, and inflicted on the Contemners 
and Oppoſers of this his Ordinance, You know what a Brand 
the Apoſtle Zade ſets upon thoſe that defpiſe Dominion and Jude v.8,rre 
ſpeak evill of Dignities. Wo nmo them (laith he,) for they have 
gon inthe way of Cain, and rune greeadily after the errour of 

Balaam for a reward, and periſhed in the gaine-ſaying of Corah. 

You know the fad examples of Corah, Dathan , and eAbiram 

in their mutinous Rebellion, and Levelling defigne againſt Ma- 
Os "nl oiſtracy 
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giſtracy and Miniſtry, in the Perſons of Xfoſes and eMaros, 
You take too much upon you (ſaid they to Aoſes and Aaron) 
Seeing all the Congregation are holy*. Wherefore then lift you uj 
your ſelves above the Congregation of che Lord? Which Moſes 
Num.16.z, feares not to call A gathering together againſs the Lord, and 
1,26,32,22, Warnes the pzople to avoide their company , Depart from 
29. the Tents of theſe wick:d men, and touch nothing of theirs, leaſt 
yee be con[urzed in all their ſinnes; Aﬀter which the Earth open- 
ed her mourh, and ſwallowed them ap,with all chat appertained 
ro them : And yet there were. in that- Rebellion a conſiderable 
Verle 2. number of Eminent men, rWo hundred and fifty Princes of the 
eLſſembly, famons in the Congregation, men of Renowne, 

And conſonant to the tenor of the Scriptures herein., hath 
alway been. the conſtant judgement and doctrine of Proteſtant 
Divines both at home and abroad, with whole Judgements we 
do fully concurre;diſclaiming, deteſting and abhorring the wick- 
ed and bloody Tenents and Practices of Jeſuites,. (the worſt of 
_ Papiſts, | concerning the oppofing of lawtull Magiſtrates by 
private Perſons, and the mnrthering of Kings by any, though 
under the moſt ſpecious and colourable pretences.. Which [eſni- 
ticall ;'rinciples and Counſels we feare,may have too great a con- 

currence with, itnot an influence upon theſe late tranſactions. 
Now we deſire you ſeriouſly, and as tn the.{ight of God,to ex- 
amine your owne hearts and wayes, and todeale with your 
ſelves as. ſoinetimes Nathss didwith Davis, Pat cale ſome other 
Party.of men in the Kingdome, whole Principles had not been 
concurrent with yours, ſhould have attempted acts of ſuch a na- 
ture, as.thoſe that you have performed ; as ſeifing theKinys Per- 
ſon,. and removing him from place. to place without and a- 
g4inſt his and the Parliaments conſent:would it not haye been 
j=dzcd by youan intolerable contempt botk of his and their au- 
thority ? Put caſe they and their Confederates had attempted 
the removall of the' Parliaments Guards, ſecured or inhibited a 
great number of their Members,. contrived and promoted new 
Modules of their owne, deſtructive to the being both of chis and 
all other Parliaments, with other ats_of the like nature; we. 
appeale to your owne coniciences, . what clamoucs and accuſa- 
tions againk them would from your ſelves have proceeded. And 
ifin other Perſons you-vould condemne the fat,the Lord grant 
you hearts to ſec who are the men, Was it once a crime ofthe 
| | higheſt . 
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bigheſt nature, to endeavour the ſubverſion 'of the fundamental! 
-aws of the Kingdome, «o diflwadethe calling, or perſwade the 
iiflojucion of Parliaments ; to countenance Arminians, or con- 
..lve at Papiſts ; and can it be now commendable to contrive 
the ſubvertion of the whole Lawes and Governement of the 
Kingdome all at once; and inftcad of a fewerrours to allow. 
(as wefeare ſome amongſt you inceavour,) a totall impunity, 
ard univerſall Toleration of all Religions? Be not deceived, God 
7s not mocked : He knows how frequently you condemn that 
asa great crime in others, which you would have accounted a 
vertue in your ſelves, But God who is no reipeRter of Perſons al- 
loweth no ſuch rule. 7 hoſe who knowing the judgement of God,that 
they mhich commit ſuch things are worthy of death; not only do Rom, 1. 32 
the ſame things, but have Pleaſure in | ( or, conſent with) then 
that do them, in judging another condemne themſelves. And think- Rom, 2.1.3. 
eft thou this, O manythat judgeſt them which do ſuch things, and doeſf | 
the ſame, that thou ſhalt eſcape the judgement of God? No ſutely , eſe a6 s 
we are ſure the Judgement of God is according to truth, againſt © © Eve. 
them which commit ſuch things. Who Will renger to every man ac* 
cordi' g to his deeds; For there 1s no reſpebt of Perſons with God, 
We deſire that you would not be too confident on former 
Succefles. 1f God have made you proſper while you were in 
His way, this can be no warrant for you to walk in wayes of your 
owne,and promile your ſelves Succefſe therein ; Nay, if through 
Gods permiſſion ( for reaſons beſt knowne to himſelfe ) you 
have had or may have Succefle in an Evil way, yet is it no juſtt- 
fication thereof, nor incouragement to procced therein, Yea, 
you know, that it is one of the greateſt Judoements, when God 
ſuffers men to proſper in finfull courſes. Wile $o/o794 tels us from 
his owne expericnce, that zhere be lometimes jrſt men to Whom 
it happeneth according to the work of the Wicked; again, T here be 
wicked men to nhem it happeneth according to the work of the 
righteors : There i a juſt man that periſheth in bs 11ghteonſneſſe, Cs a 
aud there is a Wicked man that prolongeth by lite in hu Wicked- os 
ne(ſe:But becanſe ſentence againſt an evill work 15 not executed fpee* FE ccleſ.3 18. 
dily, ſhall rherefore the heart of the ſonnes of men be fully jet in 
them to do evill ? God forbid. 
And therefore the Providence of God (which is fo often 
pleaded in juſtification of your wayes ) is no ſafe rule to wa}ke 


ſpecially in fuch as as the Word of God condemnes. 
by , eſpecially bs _ 


Eccieſ. 3 14. 


(10) 
God doth not approve the praQtice of whatſoever his Provi- 
dence doth permit. When David, inthe caye, had an opportu- 
nity to deſtroy S4#/, (who was then 1 aQuall purſuance of 
him for his life,) Davids men make uſe of fuach an Argument 
from Providence, Behold, ſay they, the day of which the Lord 
ySam.*4 4, ſaid tunto thee, Behold, I will deliver thine enemy ito thine hand 
5,7,13. that thou maieff do to him 45 it ſhall ſeeme good wnto thee ; but 
David neither durſt himſeife, nor would permit his men to make - 
aſe thereof ; but faith,7 he Lord forbid that I ſhould do thy thing 
»nto my Maſter the Lords «Annoynted, to ſtretch forth my hand 
againſt him. Againe , when David found Sax! (leeping in his 
Trench, behold a Providence (might e14:/bas have faid) Grd, 

I Sam-26.8,5. faith he, hath delivered thine enemy into thine hand tha day, 
now therefore let me ſmite him, &c. No, faith David, Deſtroy 
him not, for who can flretch forth hi hand againſt the Lords «An- 
nojnted, and be gniltleſſe ? But if,to follow Providence, had been. 
a ſofficient warrant; David ſhould have taken another courſe. 
In ſumme, if this be a good warrant , nothing can be a finne. 
for nothing can come to paſle at all, unleſe the permiſſive 

_ _ Providence of God afford an opportunity. 

\ Nor 1s it ſafe to be guided by Impullſes of Spirit,or pretended 
impreſſions on your hearts, without or againſt the rule of Gods 
wyoitten Word, For by this means the temptations of Satan, and: 
the motions of Gods ſpirit will be put in equall ballance. And we 
deſire youlikewiſe to coniider, whether any Hiſtory, ſacred or 
profane, recordeth any example of an impulſe of ſpitit falling 
npon Multitudes of Perſons at the ſame time, putting them. all. 
at once upon performances contrary to morall Precepts; as alfo, 
whether ſuch Perſons. who are acted by an impulle of ſpirit, can 
Command Others who want it, (nay, who do not ſo much as 
pretend to have it)rodo that unto, which. themſelves pretend to 
be fo incited? We know that it is the duty of Chriſtians, to 
try fuch inſtigations by the Word of God, and examine how 
well they agree thereunto, that they may accordingly judge. 
whether it be the voice of 0d, or the voice of Sata, and of their 
owne corrupt hearts, that prompteth. them, To the Law. aud to 

Iſ.,23.29, the Teſtimony, if they ſpeak not accoramg to this word, it is be- 
canſe there is no light in them. Ihe Apoltle Peter directs the 

: Jewes to whom he wrote, to adhere to the word.written, as 

Pctv17» tQ 4 more ſure word of Propheſic,. By the ſame Rule, whereby. 

; we 
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we maſt try the ſpirits, we muſt alſo try the impulſes of ſpirit ,, 
otherwiſe we do exceedingly firengthen the divels hands againft 
our owne ſoules, and tempt him to tempt us. 

If beyond all this you plead Neceſfity of doing thns, leaſt 
what you pretend as a glorious work, might elſe miſcarry, and 
therefore venture on theſe wayes, which are by your ſelves con- 
felled te be irregular and notjuſtifyable ; We aniwer, that no 
neceſlity can oblige a man to finne ; God ſtands net in need of 
our ſinne to carry on his owne worke. Wil yee ſpeak wickealy for Job 13.7: 
God, and talk deceitfully for him ? faith Tob. 

And yet this Plea of neceſlity is of the lefle weight in your caſe, 
becauſe,we fear,the ends you aime at, are no more juſtifiable then 
the means you uſe; and the neceſlity pleaded is either meerly 
prerended, or at leaſt contrafted by your owne miſcarriages. 

But if at any time a Precept of God may be diipenſed with up- 
on a Neceſlity ; Yet, we ſuppoſe your ſelves will grant, That this 
neceſſity mult be abſolute, preſent ang clear ; not doubtfnll, nn- 
certain and conjeQural, as that which is alledged in your cafe 
muſt needs be, it being diſcerned only by your ſelves and your 
own Party. It is moſt apparent to us, that there was of late no ne- 
ceſſity of theſe your irregular Practices; the Parliament being 
(till forced by you)ful and free,a&ting what was covenanted for, 
and (if we miſtake not) what was agreed upon long before by 
the Parliaments of both Kingdomes. Belides, you haye engaged 
your ſelves dy an Oath to preſerve his Majeſties Perſon and the 
Priviledges of Parliament ; and this is molt cleare, that no necef- 
firy can juſtify Perjury, or diſpenſe with lawfull Oaths; That 
dreadfull flying Rollbeing ready to feiſe upon him that Wwearerh . 
falſly by the Name of God, An example of which ſevere judge- 
ment from God, for the violation of an Oath, you have in $a, 
who though he did out of a good intention, 22. ha zeal& 7s the 
children of Iſrael, ſlay the Giheomites, (3 People formerly accur- 
ſed, and who had fallaciouſly procured a Covenant fromPoms . | 
above two hundred years before) yet for Sax/s breaking of that * —_ _ 
Covenant,was the whole Kingdome of 1/-ae/, and his- Foſterity ns 
in particular, moſt ſeverely puniſhed by Gad, | 

We do therefore upon che whole matter ſeriouſly beſeech you, 
as in the fight of God, to recede from: theſe evill wayes, and 
contain your ſelves within your own bounds, to learne Fohn Bap- 

:3ſts Leſſon for Soldiers, Do violence to no man (or, put noman Luk. z, 1,1 
| - ” B 3 in 


cit, $s ' a! R 
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in feare) neither accuſe any man falſly, and be content with your 
Num.33-23 wages. But if you perbſ{t in theſe wayes, kehold, you have ſinued 
againſt the Lord, nd be ſare your ſinne Fill fndyon out; and 
take heed, leſt when the hand of God ſhall overtake you, and 
turne the wheel upon you, - you be fourd to ſuffer both 2s ev;l- 
adoers, and as buſie bodies in other mens matters, 

And when you ſhall thus returne to your duty ; as we ſhall 
have cauſe to bleſſe God for it, ſo we ſhall not need to fear thoſe 
threatnings which ſome of us have received (we fay not from 

M.Perers. Your felves, yer) from Meſlengers directed (as they informed us) 
ES: immediately trom your telves to ſome of us, 7 hat if we perſiſt to 
ftirre up the People to ſedition (tor lo it ſeems our bewailirg your 

fins before the Lord is interpreted) ang Soldiers do us a miſchiefe, 

we may thank our ſelves; That if there follow another War, you will 

give quarter to none that ſtavas againſt you; That yeu will ſpare 

zeither man, weman nor childe, Engliſher Stranger. Butif theſe 

our Exhortations prevaile not, we have diſcharged our duty,and 

we hope delivered our owne ſouls ; and if it be our portion to 
Ez. 33+ 9+ ſuffer, we truſt we ſhall /ffer us Chriſtians, and for well doing, 
h- _ and that ſuch ſufferings ſhall be acceptable with God ; *in whoſe ſight 
wy” $266k the death of his Saints is precious; Who when he maketh inquiſition 
Pſa116, 5. for blood, forgetteth net the cry of the Enmble; ard though lome 
Pha. 9. 12, of us were told by one of the meſlergers ſent from you, T hat if 
M. Peters, 7* put our ſelves upon ſuffering. we ſpall kaveſjrfering exongh ; 


1 Pet-4c315. 


Dan. 3+ 17+ 7. ; . | | 
To whom, inthe di{charge of our duty, 7c commir the keeping 


x Pet-4+19+ of our ſouls, as to a faithful Creator, 

And thus out of a zeale.to Gods glory, a care to diſcharge 
our own duties, and an hearty defre aiter:the comfort and fal- 
yation of your ſouls, we have freely and faithfully declared our 
judgements concerning your late and preſent Proccedings, If 
the Lord pleaſe to make it «fieQuali for ovr Reformation, we 
and all the Churches of Chriſt thalihave cavſe to bleGe Ged for 
you ; but if for our (ins, and the ſins of the Land, the Lord ſ}:all 
make you inſtruments of miſery and contvlion, (which your pre- 
ſent atiings do certainly tend to.) we will ſay with Z/;, 7t z5 the 

"OE BEA Lord, let him as What ſeemeth him good. But we hope better 
'3e"” things of you, and ſubſcribe our ſelves, 
74n. 17, 1648, Torr Servants inthe Lord, 
| | T ho: 


yet we know, That the God Whem we ſerve is abic to deliver us :* 


0 
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Thomas Gataey, Paſt of Rotherhich. 

Georg: Walkzr, Pitor of Iohn Eyangeliſt, 

Arthur Fackson, PUſtorof Michael Woodſtreetr, 

Char: Ofipring, Paſtor of Antholin es, 

Henry Robrongh, Paſtor of Leonards Faſtcheap. 

Nicholas Profet, Meniſter of the word at Foſters. 

Thomas Caſe, Vinilter of Mandlins- Milkſtreer. 

Stanly Gower, Mimilter of the Goſpel at Martins Ludgate, 

Andrew fanew.y, of A'hallows on the Wall. 

Samnel Clark, Mwniſter of Benne:-Fynk. 

Thomas Clizdin, Paſtor of Alballows-Barking. 

TohaWale, M' niſter of Michael Chornhil. 

Tames Cranford, Paſtorof Chriſtophers, 

Tames Nalion, Paſtor of Leonard Foſterlane. 

Tho:C awton, Paſtor of Bartholomew Exchange. . 

Tha Fuller, Miniſter of Butolphs Biſhopſgare. 

Francis Robertr, Paſtor of Auſtins. 

Filliam Texkin Paſtor of Chriſt- Church, 

Elidad Blackwel, Paſtor of Alhallows Underſhaft, 

William Harriſon, Muviſter of Grace Church. 

Idbn Sheffleld , Miniſter of Swithins. 

Matthew Haviland, Miniſter of Trinity pariſh, 

George S$malewood, Paſtor of Mildreds Poultrey. 

William Taylor, Paſtor of Stephens Colemantitreer, 

Chriſtopher Love, Paſtor of Ann Alderſgate. 

Robert Mercer, Miniſter of Brides. 

Ralph Robinſon , Paſtor of Mary-Wooinoth, 

tFelliam Blackmore; Paitor of Peters Chornhil. . 

Fray : Peck, Paſtor of Nicholas Acons, . 

Stephen Watkins, Miniſter of theGoſpel arSaviors South- 
wark. 

William Wickins, Paſtor of Andrew Habbard. 

John wallis, Miniſter of Martins Ironmo: ns” ER 


Thomas Manton, Miniſter of Sroke-Newington |: 
Thomas 


Thema Gouge, Miniſter of *....."__ 

Thomas Waiſoh, Paſtor of Stevens Walbrook. 

Nathaniet Staxiforth, Miniſter of Mary Borhaw, 

John alk, Preacher ar Alhallowson the Wall. 

John Glaſſeock Miniſter of the Goſpell at dew 
Underthafr, ' > 

Thomas Whately, Paſtor of Mary-Wae!church. 

Jacob Tice, Paſtor of Butrolph Billingſgate. 

Jonathan Liogd, Paſtor of James Garlickhith 

John Mortor, Paſtor of Newington Buts, 

Foſhuah Kirly, Miniſter ofthe Word. 

Arthar Barham, Paſtor of Helens. 

Benjamin Needler Paſtor of Margaret Moſes. 

John Wells, . Miniſter of OlavesInry. 

Robert Matthew, Miniſter of Andrew Wardrobe. 
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